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social conditions from those of the East, where those virtues
have always been more or less at a discount. Self-assertion
has been with us more than the condition of personal success;
it has been to a large extent the motive power of the whole
social machine. The pushing eagerness of every individual
to distance his fellows in the race shows itself in discontent,
divine or otherwise, chiefly otherwise, although the beginnings
of the Eastern way of looking at things are appearing, and
these are found to agree with the fundamental principles of
the religion which we profess. Until not very long ago it
was supposed that the meaning of society was only to be
reached through a study of the individual, and that the study
of the individual's mind and of the individual's interests
constituted the science of man. Society was looked upon
simply as an aggregation of these. Now, however, Western
thought is changing, and it is being recognised that society
is an organism in which the individual is only to be under-
stood through the meaning of the social process; a feature
which has been very prominent in Eastern and especially in
Japanese ideas of society. As we have seen, Japan has
advantages which other Eastern nations do not possess,
which give her people many of the characteristics of the
Anglo-Saxon race, and that virility which supplies the
implicit faith of the West, that the Wheel of Being does not
merely revolve, but moves forward, and thus enables them
to undertake with success many functions not only in the
domains of industry, commerce and politics, but also in the
realms of thought. What has been called her rise in the
scale of civilised nations, except in so far as international
power is concerned, has been, after all, little of a rise, It
has only been a change of front and the application of
mental and moral powers in new directions, which enabled
her successfully to assert claims which previously she had
been content not to make.

A most important question to consider at the present
time is, Can we expect friendly co-operation between the
peoples of the East and the West without a fundamental